


- , JOHN LG MCCLELLAN, ARK, EVERETY MCKINLEY DIRKSEN, WL. 
SAM J, ERVIN, JR, N.C, ROMAN ka HRUSKA, NEBR. 
“THOMAS 7, DOOD, CONN, PIRAM La FONG, MAWAR 
PrLiP A, MART, MICH, MUGH SCOTTY, PA. 


Ebwang na menor, mane, STTOM PHORMONDS 8 Wnited Btates BSenate 


Qucirrin se, SURDICK, Hoo DAK, 


JOSEPH D. TYDINGS, MD, COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
GEORGE A. SMATHERS, FLA, 


EDWARD M, geet MASS, 











i a td ( in { eee Lad J 


JAMES o EASYLAND, MISS., CHAIRMAN | 













December 1, 1967 
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' Honorable Taoberythory,.1 M. C. UE 
1123 House Office eusteing 
Washington, D. Eon 


cee . | hs 
bear Bobi” 90 tr tem Grads -|st sessin le- 2 


I have egardingy read a, six-page léttér“dated-November ‘29; OI 
1967, regardingtk$S.917, Avhich is Sen dina before the Committee 
on. the Judiciary, and frankly am surprised at the erroneous ; 
Statements and conclusions it contains. c j 


As requested, I have re-examined Section 604 (not. Section 606. 


as stated in your letter) and find that it authorizes the - . 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to: 


me lL. éonduce a National Institute of Law Enforcement. 
Training at the FBI National. Academy. (The FBI National 
Academy was founded more than 30 years ago and is a glowing 
“ examplé of .that Bureau's long-established expertise in the 
‘police training field. ) 


2. provide training to state and local officers at the~ 


‘National Institute of Law Enforcement Training "at the request , 
of any State or local governmental unit." (As noted above , Femme 


the FBI has been engaged in such ey activities forsmore sm rig "age 


than. 'three-decades.) _ 59 0 a5 40. Ox at 


3. develop improved scutguent'? and techniques forthe.» CE yh 
prevention. -and reduction of crime, as well as for the detection: 
and apprehension of criminals. (This is another field where 
the FBL has earned a well-deserved M4 Lon for leadership, 


~ 









industry and ingenuity AEG“ 


4. assist in conducting “focal, and regional schools 99EC! 
the training of law enforcement personnel "at the request o 
any State or local governmental unit." (Here again, oe ae 
has a background of knowledge, ability and experience extendin 
back more ‘than: 30 years. yer 
f = Ty fy 
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Honorable Robert McClory, M. C. 


word “places all ‘Federally-assisted training of state and 


FBI." Furthermore, I can: find no basis for your belief “that 


No one has been more steadfast or outspoken, in. his opposition 
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Section 604 further provides that in exercising the above 


duties, the FBI shall be under the supervision of the J 
Attorney General---as has been the case since the Bureau yo) 
was founded nearly 60 years ago. ! 


I find absolutely nothing in S.917 which by inference or by 
local law’ enforcement personnel....under ' the direction of the 


the approach to police training conducted and controlled: ‘by 
the FBI, as presently provided by $.917, would be the first 
(and dangerous) step in the eventual federalization of our 

state and local police. forces." 


S.917 provides that requests must be made by State and local 
governmental units for FBI training assistance, and it , 

guarantees that: control over local and regional police ‘training. 
schools shall remain with the States and: minicipalities themselves. 


*F i 


to the concept of a national police force-~-nor to Federal 
encroachment on the ‘sovereignty and prerogatives of State 

and local ‘authorities---than, J. Edgar Hoover. To. suggest that 
he, knowingly or otherwise, would be a party to any program ,, 
which carries in it .the seeds of Federal: supervision or control 
over the law enforcement profession is to confess a complete: 
lack of knowledge or understanding of the path followed’by » 
this outstanding man throughout his dedicated career of” “public . ae 
service. Nor would I be a party to suchia scheme. <> pha 
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I can only eonciude from your letter of November 29th that: ’~ 
you have been sorely misled. “y 


I hope you are doing nicely, and with best’ wishes, = 


Son él : 
— se, 


ore # 


zm é 
Sincerely, 


Strom Thurmond 
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